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-;#! Climatic Architecture

For Philippe Rahm, architecture exists because the natural 
climate is often inhospitable to humans: too cold or 
too hot, excessively humid or dry, overly dark or sunny. 
Consequently, for Rahm, architecture must be capable of 
softening, mitigating, intensifying, or, ultimately, regulating 
the natural climate to make it habitable. Based on this 
premise, Climatic Architecture thoroughly dissects the 
interests and concerns of the Swiss architect throughout his 
extensive professional career.

The volume, carefully designed and exquisitely edited in 
English by Actar Publishing, is simultaneously a manifesto 
for a climatic architecture capable of addressing the 
challenges of climate change, a theoretical-practical treatise 
on the art of constructing atmospheres, and a monograph 
of the artistic, architectural, urban, and landscape works of 
his studio, Philippe Rahm architects. All of this is structured 
and interwoven across seven chapters of varying length, 
introduced under evocative titles: “Climatic Architecture”, 
“Meteorological Compositions”, “A Sentimental 
Meteorology”, “Built Atmospheres”, “Atmospheric Fronts”, 
“Climate Research”, and “Weather Reports”.

The fi rst chapter, which lends its title to the book 
and serves as its introduction, can be understood as a 
declaration of objectives and the transscalar potential of 
this “Climatic Architecture” that Rahm proposes as a 
response to the current climate emergency aff ecting our 
planet. In this sense, it briefl y outlines how climate change 
is altering architecture and highlights the importance of 
understanding human physiology when redefi ning the 
discipline. Based on these premises, Rahm emphasizes the 
climatic value of voids and the thermal capacity of mass as 
strategic tools in designing his so-called “Meteorological 
Architecture,” while also stressing the signifi cance of 
evaporation, convective currents, and albedo as key 
strategies for addressing the urban scale. All of this aligns 
with his advocacy for a distinctive aesthetic tied to the art 
of constructing atmospheres, understood as the language of 
our Anthropocene era.

The second chapter, the most extensive in the book, 
titled “Meteorological Compositions”, focuses on various 
thermal properties of matter and diff erent forms of energy 
transmission, all of which are understood as the theoretical 
foundation underpinning “Climatic Architecture.” This 
section off ers a thorough and rigorous, yet didactic, 
exploration of physical properties such as conduction, 
convection, emissivity, eff usivity, radiation, evaporation, 
and pressure. Each of these is dissected with precision 
under a uniform study criterion, beginning with a general 
defi nition of their characteristic properties and continuing 
with a multiscalar analysis of their infl uence in diff erent 
contexts: from the geographical and terrestrial scale to 
the physiological scale of the human body, as well as the 
architectural and urban scales proper. Finally, each analysis 
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concludes with a case study that approaches each variable 
from a practical and conceptual perspective, complementing 
the theoretical focus of the preceding sections.

The third chapter presents Rahm’s more phenomenological 
side, bringing together 19 short texts, previously compiled 
in his earlier work Météorologie des sentiments suivi de 
Climatique des émotions (2015). Inspired by Rahm’s personal 
experiences, these texts map an emotional cartography 
of various meteorological, environmental, and climatic 
sensations that the human body can experience: from 
evaporation to anaerobiosis, including eff ects associated 
with diverse variables such as altitude, radiation, rotation, 
or isolation, among others. These texts provide readers with 
an alternative, intuitive, and accessible approach to many 
of the properties and variables analyzed in the preceding 
chapter. Additionally, the delicate and evocative drawings 
accompanying these texts deserve special mention for 
their aesthetic appeal. As a result, this chapter serves as a 
valuable counterpoint to the scientifi c rigor of the previous 
section, complementing the theoretical understanding of 
the concepts underpinning Philippe Rahm’s “Climatic 
Architecture.”

The subsequent chapters—”Built Atmospheres”, 
“Atmospheric Fronts”, and “Climate Research”—delve 
into the more practical dimension of Rahm’s work as head 
of Philippe Rahm architects, bringing the volume closer to 
the concept of a traditional monograph. The fi rst of these 
chapters presents the built projects of the studio, most of 
which are located in Taichung, Taiwan, and developed over 
the last fi fteen years. Through a generous compilation of 
photographs and numerous plans (ranging from conceptual 
diagrams to construction details, and including a variety 
of architectural drawings), projects of diverse scales are 
documented, such as the Melatonin Café, the Climatorium, 
the masterplan for Taichung’s Central Park—including 
its various installations—as well as the iconic apartment 
building in Lyon, among other works.

This compilation of built works is followed by a brief 
chapter, the shortest in the book, off ering two artistic 
perspectives on Rahm’s work. First, a text by French writer 
and fi lmmaker Alain Robbe-Grillet refl ects on the 2006 
exhibition Gilles Clément & Philippe Rahm: Environment: 
Manières d’agir pour demain at the Canadian Centre for 
Architecture in Montreal. Subsequently, visual artist Piero 
Macola presents a series of suggestive and sensual drawings 
that, in graphic novel format, off er a personal and evocative 
interpretation of Rahm’s well-known installation, Digestible 
Gulf Stream.

These two chapters are complemented by a third, 
which compiles Philippe Rahm’s artistic explorations of 
meteorological and climatic themes. These installations 
are grouped into three categories, each corresponding 

to an environmental variable. The fi rst category features 
11 artistic investigations related to air management. 
The second comprises 27 diverse works focusing on the 
manipulation of light. Finally, 19 projects explore heat as 
the guiding thread of Rahm’s artistic inquiries.

The fi nal chapter, “Weather Reports”, serves as a sort of 
epilogue. Divided into two major sections—one dedicated 
to meteorological architecture and the other to climatic 
urbanism—it introduces a series of terms recurrently 
associated with the theoretical development of the book 
(energy, atmosphere, time, geology, climate...). These terms 
provide a framework for many of the projects and artistic 
installations documented in the second part of the book, 
bridging theory and practice around various concepts. This 
highlights the hybrid and experimental nature of Rahm’s 
work.

In conclusion, this volume is undoubtedly the most 
comprehensive and exhaustive compilation of Philippe 
Rahm’s work to date. It is particularly noteworthy for 
successfully merging the theoretical aspects of his work with 
the diverse practical realizations that constitute his oeuvre 
thus far.

Special mention should be made of the meticulous 
graphic language that threads through the entire volume, 
particularly abundant in the book’s early chapters. Over 400 
graphic documents are included, ranging from diagrams, 
tables, and data to more fi gurative and intuitive drawings. 
Also noteworthy are the thermodynamic sections—whether 
of the human body or architectural scenarios—that 
have become emblematic of Rahm’s work. Additionally, 
the consistent use of a unifi ed color code establishes 
connections between the concepts presented throughout 
the book. This systematic approach elevates the volume 
beyond a conventional architectural monograph, positioning 
it as a resource for theory, dissemination, and education. 
It serves as both an instructional and practical manual for 
atmospheric and environmental design.

In this sense, it is worth emphasizing the immense value 
of the book’s fi rst section, which should be required 
reading for students at any architecture school and for 
anyone interested in exploring the design potential hidden 
in the management and manipulation of climatic and 
environmental variables through architecture.
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